JESUS ARRESTED

Text: John 18:1-11
Readings: Psalm 41, John 13:15-30
Theme: Jesus, the eternal Son of God, willingly offered himself to be arrested to save his people.
Purpose: To show the majesty of Jesus and his love for his people evident in his arrest.

***********************************

Sometimes you hear of someone who committed a serious offence but who had got away with it and the police were out looking for him. But then you hear that he gave himself up to the police; he turned himself in; he came forward voluntarily. 

When that happens you wonder what prompted that? Were the police close of his trail and he knew it would only be a matter of time? Was he motivated by guilt, or fear, or the possibility of getting a lighter sentence, or was there some other motive?

As we look at this account we will see that Jesus gave himself up to those who came to arrest him. He had not done anything wrong and he had not committed a crime. But he was prepared to hand himself over to this crowd of soldiers who had come looking for him. We will see that he did this out of love for his people whom he had come to save. 

We will first look at the context, then at
1. His willing initiative
2. His divine majesty
3. His loving protection

Context: It was Thursday night and Jesus had spent the evening with his disciples. Together they had eaten the Passover meal. During the meal Jesus had talked to his disciples about himself, about the Holy Spirit, about their relationship with him, and what would happen in the future (chapters 13-17). He concluded their evening by praying for himself, his disciples, and for all of us who would believe in him. 

Then they left that upper room and went outside into the night. They made their way through Jerusalem. The city was teeming with visitors who had come from all over Israel to celebrate the Passover feast. Jesus and his disciples passed by many homes where families were sitting together after their passover meal. 
They went out of the city through one of the gates in the wall, went down into the Kidron Valley, across to the other side, and then climbed up the lower slopes of the Mount of Olives. 

There they came to an olive grove. The Greek text simply has "a garden". The other gospels tell us it was the Garden of Gethsemene. The word Gethsemene means olive-press, and even today there are ancient olive trees in that place. 

No one in Jerusalem had a garden because space was too limited; also ceremonial laws prohibited anyone from spreading manure on the soil inside the city. Because of this many wealthy Jews had a garden outside the city on these slopes. One of these owners allowed Jesus and his disciples to use his garden as a private retreat. That allowed them, when they were in Jerusalem, to get away from the crowds and from the hostility of the religious leaders. 

1.	HIS WILLING INITIATIVE (vs 2-4)

Jesus came to this place knowing that Judas had left their meal earlier that evening to betray him. He knew that this would be the first place Judas would come to when he went looking for him. Still he went there. He did not hide. He went to a place where he knew he would be found. He did this because he knew that his hour had come. 

That Jesus went to a garden takes us back to the very beginning of the Bible, to the Garden of Eden. There Adam faced a test of obedience, which he failed, and sin entered the world, and death through sin. Now Jesus, the second Adam, would again face a test in another garden, but he would succeed. He would face the originator of evil, Satan himself, and defeat him! We need to see the presence of the Devil behind what was going on. 

But Satan used human instruments, one of whom was Judas. He prompted Judas to betray Jesus. 
John draws our attention to this in verse 2; "Now Judas, who betrayed him...."
And he does this again in verse 5 where you see Jesus on the one side and the soldiers on the other; "And Judas the traitor was standing there with them." Judas had swapped sides. He had been one of the twelve, one of the disciples; but he had gone over to the enemy; he was a traitor!

Judas came to the garden "guiding a detachment of soldiers." The Greek word refers to a cohort which described a group of 1000 men in the Roman army. Sometimes it referred to a smaller group of 200 men. That seems like a lot of men for one unarmed prisoner. But the Romans had seen the vast crowds who had welcomed Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem four days earlier and they were taking no chances. They expected trouble during the Passover. Normally their troops were stationed in Caesarea on the coast; but on feasts like this one they were brought into Jerusalem  and stationed in the fortress of Antonia to the north-west of the temple. 

Judas also guided "officials from the chief priests and pharisees." (vs 3). This word could also be translated as officers and it refers to the temple guard. This was a Jewish police force directed by the Sanhedrin to carry out its wishes and to keep order in the temple.

Normally these two groups had little to do with each other; but here they were partners in crime. They joined forces in this strange alliance to go and capture Jesus. 

All the gospel writer record this incident. But John leaves out a lot of the detail recorded in the other gospels. He wants us to concentrate on Jesus and what he did. 
Jesus saw the soldiers coming and was not surprised. John tells us (vs 4) that Jesus knew all that was going to happen to him. What he had foretold was about to happen. What he had spoken of was about to take place. He knew where this was going and where it would end. This is why he had come - to die for the sin of his people.  

One writer comments that this is one of the most dramatic of the many dramatic scenes in this gospel. On the one hand you have Judas and his 'army', driven by greed and violence, reliant on clubs and swords; on the other hand you have Jesus, unarmed, apparently helpless, reliant on his Father in heaven.

As the soldiers approached Jesus did not run or hide or seek protection from his disciples. Instead, he took the initiative. He went out to meet them and asked, "who is it you want?"
Jesus directed this whole scene. He was in control. They did not capture him; no, he gave himself up. He allowed himself to be taken. This was more than mere submission; rather it showed his willing initiative. 

2.	HIS DIVINE MAJESTY (vs 5-8)

The temple guard told him that they were looking for Jesus of Nazareth. He replied, "I am he." When they heard this "they drew back and fell to the ground." (vs 6). 

"I am he" translates the Greek words ego eimi that we hear in the seven "I am" declarations of Jesus in this gospel. These words go back to God's revelation of himself to Moses in the burning bush; "I am who I am". This is the all powerful, self-existent God who is eternal. 

Jesus spoke these same words to his disciples when they saw him walking across the Sea of Galilee; "It is I. Don't be afraid." (John 6:20). When the disciples heard those words they were comforted. They took heart. Their fear left them and they welcomed him into the boat. 

But when Jesus spoke these words to Judas and the soldiers who had come against him they had a very different reaction: They were afraid! "They drew back and fell to the ground." (vs 6). Probably those in the front retreated from Jesus and bumped into those behind them causing them to stumble and fall. There was general confusion.

These men were overcome by his divine majesty. Jesus was no ordinary man; he was the Son of God. At times that showed through more clearly than at others. This was one of those moments, and these men were afraid, and rightly so! Here they were, about to lay hands on the all-powerful Son of God! No wonder there was this wave of terror and alarm. 

If this was how people responded to Jesus as the God-man on earth, how will they respond when Jesus comes again as the God-man from heaven!? Jesus will come again as the Lord and Judge of all men. He will come with a loud command that will raise the dead. He will come with all his angels. He will come in all his glorious splendour. Everyone will see him in all his majestic power. Those who have not believed will cringe in fear. They will not be able to bear his presence. They will call out to the mountain and the rocks; "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!" (Rev 6:16). 
When Jesus comes again how will you respond to him? Will you be glad to see him and welcome him? Or will you fall back in terror because the great I AM has come to judge the world?

So we see in this story the willing initiative of Jesus as he gave himself up to the soldiers, and his divine majesty as the God I Am. We also see 

3.	HIS LOVING PROTECTION OF HIS PEOPLE (vs 8-11)

Jesus repeated his question, and they repeated their answer (vs 7) Then he said; "I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go." (vs 8). 

Again we see Jesus taking the initiative. He took charge of the situation. He controlled and directed events. He was the one with all the authority. He gave himself up because he was the one to die, but he wanted the disciples to go free.

These words describe the atoning work of Jesus. He would die on the cross in the place of his people. "Bearing shame and scoffing rude
In my place condemned he stood
Sealed my pardon with his blood
Hallelujah, what a Saviour!" (Psalter Hymnal 381)

This is what we remember on Good Friday. This is what we remember every time we celebrate the Lord's Supper; we remember that he gave his body and blood so that we might be forgiven. He took our punishment on himself. With his stripes we are healed. 

Jesus protected and preserved his people. He did this to fulfil the words he had spoken; "I have not lost one of those you gave me." (v 9). 

That phrase, "that it might be fulfilled", usually refers to a fulfilment of the Old Testament Scriptures. Here it refers to words Jesus himself had spoken in chapter 6:39. (cf. 17:12). Jesus put his own words on the same level as the Scriptures. That is not surprising because he is the Word of God. He was involved in writing those Scriptures and they all spoke of him. 

There is a great comfort in these words of Jesus. He would not lose one of those the Father had given him. The disciples fled from the scene and scattered to the four winds; for the meantime they were safe. But Jesus not only kept them safe physically, but more importantly, safe eternally. This is the primary meaning. He was concerned about their spiritual well-being. Judas had chosen to go over to the side of darkness, but the other eleven would continue to live in the light. They would follow Jesus; some would follow him to a death as martyrs, but they would have eternal life. No one could snatch them out of his hand. They were safe forever.

And so are you if you trust in the death and resurrection of Jesus. This is the great biblical truth of the preservation of the saints. Jesus will not lose one of those the Father has given him.
Then Peter, rash and impetuous, drew out a sword and swung at the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Peter was typically impulsive; but it was a clumsy and futile blow and showed his lack of understanding of what Jesus was about to do.

Jesus commanded him; "Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?" (vs 11).

A cup in the Bible is often a symbol of suffering and also of the wrath of God. Both are pictured here. This is the cup of God's judgement. Jesus had already struggled with the temptation to refuse this cup, but he had accepted the will of his Father. Now he was willing and ready to drink it. He did not need Peter's little sword to defend him; he could have called on twelve legions of angels to help him! But he didn't call on them because he had chosen this path of suffering. He was going to see it through. He would drink this cup of God's wrath down to its dregs until he could say, "It is finished!"

He did this because he chose to. 
He took the initiative. 
He willingly gave himself to these soldiers.
He allowed himself to be taken.
He did this as the Son of God in all his majesty.
He did this, not for his guilt, for he had none, but for yours and mine. He did this out of his love for us his people. 

"Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee?
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee!
T'was I Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;
I crucified thee.

"For me, dear Jesus, was thine incarnation,
Thy mortal sorrow, and thy life's oblation;
Thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion,
For my salvation."  (Psalter Hymnal 351). 

Amen. 

